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PAKISTAN POLITICAL TEMPO 
ANNCR: 

IN PAKISTAN, THF TEMPO OF POLITICAL ACTIVITY IS STEPPING 
UP AS THE TIME APPROACHFS FOR A DECISION ON THF FATE OF FORMER 
PRIME MINISTER ZULFIQAR ALI BHUTTO, CORRESPONDENT FRED BROWN 
HAS A BACKGROUND REPORT: 

VOICE: 

IT'S A LITTLE MORE THAN A YEAR SINCE THE ARREST OF MISTER 
BHUTTO, SIX MONTHS SINCF HIS CONVICTION FOR ARRANGING A 
POLITICAL MURDER, AND FOUR MONTHS SINCE THE PAKISTAN SUPREME 
COURT BEGAN HEARING MISTFR BHUTTO'S APPEAL AGAINST HIS 
CONVICTION AND DEATH SENTENCE IN THAT CASF., 

FOR MOST OF THAT TIME, POLITICAL LIFE IN PAKISTAN HAS BEEN 
AT A VIRTUAL STANDSTILL BFCAUSF, EVEN IN JAIL, MISTER BHUTTO 
CONTINUES TO COMMAND A STRONG POLITICAL FOLLOWING, INDEED, 
MANY OBSERVERS HERE AGRFE HIS PAKISTAN PFOPLE'S PARTY COULD WIN 
A NEW ELECTION IF IT WERE HELD NOW, THAT EXPLAINS THE 
RELUCTANCE OF THF MILITARY LEADERS WHO OVERTHREW MISTER BHUTTO 
TO SCHEDULE NEW ELECTIONS. IT ALSO EXPLAINS WHY SOME OF MISTER 
BHUTTO'S POLITICAL OPPONENTS HAVEN'T PRESSED AS HARD AS THEY 
MIGHT HAVE FOR SUCH ELECTIONS. 

RECENTLY, HOWEVER, THF PRESSURE FOR NEW ELFCTIONS HAS BEEN 
INCREASING. IN RESPONSF TO THIS PRESSURE, THE COUNTRY'S CHIEF 
MARTIAL LAW ADMINISTRATOR, GENFRAL MOHAMED ZIA-UL~HAQ, HAS TAKEN 
STEPS TO WIDEN THF POPULAR BASF OF HIS REGIME. 

ON JULY FIFTH, THE ANNIVERSARY OF HIS TAKEOVER, GENERAL 
ZIA SWORE IN A NEW CABINET COMPOSFD OF MILITARY MEN, TECHNOCRATS 


AND THE FEW CIVILIAN POLITICIANS HE COULD PERSUADF TO JOIN THE 


BACKGROUNDER NO. 5-6180 PAGE 2 
GOVERNMENT, MOST CIVILIAN POLITICAL LEADERS AT FIRST REFUSED, 
BUT A LITTLE MORE THAN A MONTH LATER, GENERAL ZIA WAS FINALLY 
ABLE TO PERSUADE FLEMENTS OF THE PAKISTAN NATIONAL ALLIANCE, 
THE COALITION THAT OPPOSFD MISTER BHUTTO BFFORE HIS DOWNFALL, 
TO JOIN IN A NEW ALL-CIVILIAN GOVERNMFNT. THE P.N.A. LFADERS 
HAD MADE IT A CONDITION THAT GENFRAL ZIA AGREF TO HOLD NEW 
ELECTIONS WITHIN A FIXED TIME LIMIT, GENERAL ZIA SAID THE NEW 
POLLS COULD BE HELD BY OCTOBER OF NEXT YFAR. HF ALSO LIFTED 
SOME OF THE RESTRICTIONS ON POLITICAL ACTIVITY THAT HAD BFEN 
IN FORCE, 

IN SEPTEMBER, GENERAL ZIA WAS CONFRONTED WITH A NEW PROBLEM 
WHEN PRESIDENT FAZIL FLAHI CHAUDHRY REFUSED TO CONTINUE IN OFFICE. 
PRESIDENT CHAUDHRY'S FIVE~YEAR TERM HAD EXPIRED IN AUGUST BUT 
GENERAL ZIA HAD TRIED TO PERSUADF HIM TO RFMAIN UNTIL FLECTION 
OF A SUCCESSOR, THAT WOULD HAVF HAD TO WAIT UNTIL A NEW 
PARLIAMENT WAS ELECTED. MR. CHAUDHRY COMPLAINFD THIS WOULD 
TAKE TOO LONG AND REFUSED. A CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS WAS AVOIDED 
WHEN THE FORMER PRESIDENT SIGNED A DECREF ENABLING GENERAL ZIA 
TO SUCCEED HIM AS PRFSIDENT PENDING THF NEW ELECTIONS. 

THE NET RESULT OF ALL THESE CHANGES IN SUCH A SHORT TIME 
HAS BEEN TO GREATLY INTENSIFY POLITICAL ACTIVITY. TAKING 
ADVANTAGE OF THE RELAXED BAN ON SUCH ACTIVITY, POLITICIANS OF 
ALL PERSUASION HAVE BEEN RUSHING AROUND PAKISTAN MAKING SPEECHES, 
AND THE COUNTRY'S NEWSPAPERS HAVE BFEN FULLY REPORTING THEIR 
ACTIVITIES. FOREIGN OBSERVERS HAVE EXPRESSED AMAZEMENT AT THE 
FREEDOM WITH WHICH SOME NEWSPAPERS, INCLUDING THOSE SUPPORTING 
FORMER PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO, HAVE BEEN CARRYING CRITICISM 
OF THE GOVERNMENT IN VIEW OF RECENT INCIDENTS. HOWEVER, THERE 


ARE SIGNS THIS TOLERANCE MAY NOT CONTINUE, 
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NEVERTHELESS, THE BIG QUFSTION HANGING OVER ALL THIS 
ACTIVITY IS WHAT WILL HAPPEN WHEN THE SUPREME COURT FINALLY 
DECIDES ABOUT MISTER BHUTTO'S APPFAL. ALL THE CURRENT 
POLITICAL JOCKEYING COULD BECOMF ACADEMIC IF THE COURT REVERSES 
THE LOWER COURT VERDICT. ON THF OTHER HAND, SOME OBSERVERS 
BELIEVE A DECISION TO UPHOLD THF VERDICT COULD PLUNGE THE COUNTRY 
INTO BLOODSHFD AND CHAOS. BUT THEY ALSO POINT OUT THAT, A 
DECISION SOMEWHERE IN BETWEEN -- FOR INSTANCE ORDERING A NEW 
TRIAL -- WOULD ONLY FURTHER PROLONG THE UNCERTAINTY FACING THE 


COUNTRY, 


WJL/RD 


